March 22, 2017
The Honorable Ron Johnson
328 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Johnson:

My name is Jonathan Hester, and | am a scientist living in your state in Hudson, WI. | am writing to you about President
Trump’s federal budget proposal of March 16, 2017. | am extremely concerned that it would defund virtually every

activity of our federal government related controlling, or even monitoring, Global Climate Change.

- Donald Trump
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"Atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide ... have increased to levels
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warming increase the likelihood of severe, pervasive, and irreversible impacts”

IPCC 4th Assessment Report: Trump signs letter calling for action 400
"warming of the climate system is unequivocal; unmitigated on climate change; UN Climate Vi
climate change would, in the long term, be likely to exceed the Change Conference in Copenhagen ‘1"‘,’:\” '
capacity of natural, managed and human systems to adapt” g P B m* ¥ 390
IPCC 3rd Assessment Report: 1LY " Deepwater
"Observations show Earth's surface is warming; globally, 1990s very likely warmest f/; Horizon oil 380
1 . b
% spill

4
decade in instrumental record; projections ... suggest warming over the 21st century
at a more rapid rate than that experienced for at least the last 10,000 years” \Q 'l.; J !

AT Barack Obama
IPCC 2nd Assessment Report: YZK"-F;Q‘\I“ ' elscted first black 370
"The balance of evidence suggests a discernible l'h'"“’ "J 1,' POTUS
human influence on global climate.” \‘1‘&6' f 360
1 1 - 20
\fy?
IPCC 1st Assessment Report: | i::;:f;;];j:ﬁuth

"global mean surface air temperature has

wdd ‘vonenuaduo) oo suaydsouwny

increased by 0.3 to 0.6 °C over the last 100 years” . ‘l".lr’ Attack onthe World 350
Exxon Valdez oil spill 2 f‘ﬁﬁf! ;—JY Trade Center
L FiTa' «
Star Wars movie release ._______Of,ﬁw' i Operation Desert Storm 340
ATy e . .
Neil Armstrong steps \f:ﬁh L‘f"(' ¥ { Irag invades Kuwait -
onterthe moon \f (]! Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” N
wﬂ” x i ic video released
Y ,m!‘if‘? | PEC announces oil embargo ~ MUsiCVvideo release 390
l““% ¥ T—Martin Luther King, Ir’s “l Have a Dream” speech
“11 Nopec founded
310
1958 1968 1978 1988 1998 2008 2018

Year

Figure: Blue curve is a plot of atmospheric CO: data obtained by the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at Mauna Loa,
Hawaii and made available at http://scrippsco2.ucsd.edu/data/atmospheric_co2/primary mlo _co2 record.

The above curve is a continuous record of the atmospheric CO, concentration since 1958 (thanks in large part to funding
by the Federal Government). The CO, concentration has been increasing at an accelerating rate. Since 1880, the global
average temperature has increased by 1.1 °C. This is global warming due to fossil fuel combustion, an undeniable fact
for which the scientific literature is now replete with evidence. Anyone who denies this evidence is willfully refusing to
confront facts. Extending that willful denial to actual budgetary policy would be irresponsible and disastrous.

Thank goodness Congress, not the President, determines the Federal Budget. In consideration of our children and
grandchildren, please make sure we have a budget that ensures we will meet the carbon emission targets we

committed to, along with 194 nations, as part of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Hester, Ph.D.



